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With knowledge of world need in front of us daily, 
how should a Christian respond? 
 
It's hard to go through a day without being confronted 
with issues of globalization.  Internet brings the world's 
issues to our computer screens daily.  Technology and 
communications have improved so that we are 
immediately aware of global events: Chinese school 
children killed after an earthquake, political unrest in 
Kenya, hunger throughout Africa, and the advance of 
HIV/AIDS throughout many nations.  In a fast-changing 
and interdependent world, how can we help Christian 
young people address the challenges they will face now 
and in the future?  With so much more knowledge about 
world problems than years ago, how should we love our 
global neighbours? 
 
Canada is multicultural with people of many faith 
backgrounds.  In fact, Canada is home to the world.  Our 
government as a way to keep economic development 
promotes immigration.   The face of our communities is 
constantly changing.   In Toronto, visible minorities 
now represent more than 50% of the population.  As our 
communities change, how can we help our students 
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relate and build cultural bridges with people who have a 
different ethnic heritage?  How can our children, many who 
spend the majority of their time interacting with others from 
their church and school, bring light to their communities?  
How can we overcome the tendency in all of us to be 
uncomfortable when relating to people who are different 
than us?  We are called to be a good neighbour and to be a 
witness for Christ in our neighbourhoods and be concerned 
for our brother and sister in need, wherever they live.  With 
busy lives and so many demands for our resources, how are 
Christian young people to respond? 
 
Teaching with a "Global Perspective"   
 What does this mean? 
 
From a Christian Education perspective, it means 
helping students view global issues through Kingdom 
citizenship lenses.  It includes helping students 
understand the conditions of others in the world, 
recognizing their tendency to focus mostly on their own 
concerns.  It involves equipping young people with 
critical evaluation skills for them to think about global 
inequities, and responses from a biblical point of view.  
It is a perspective that acknowledges the complexity of 
global problems, yet helps the student realize the 
decisions they make in everyday life have an impact on 
the life of their global neighbour.  It means the teacher 
calls attention to comments that are discriminatory, or 
suggest the student's own culture is superior. It means 
the teacher helps students appreciate the beauty of God's 
creation of diverse people, cultures and languages.  
 
What are some desired outcomes of teaching with a 
"Global Perspective"? 
 

· Greater concern for the poor and inequities in 
the world 

· Greater understanding and ease in relating 
with people of other cultures 

· Less self-centred as we learn about complex 
issues faced by people around the world  

· Prayerful consideration of how to serve 
Christ in a world of inequity 
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CRWRF Poverty Focus 
 
The information provided in this guide will focus 
on instilling a "global perspective" particularly in 
response to poverty and injustice, as this is 
CRWRF's special focus.  Global issues are much 
broader, of course.  Some that frequently make it 
to the news include environmental stewardship, 
human rights, political sanctions, the impact of 
multinational companies, and responses to 
terrorism. We trust many of you will address 
these issues with your students as well.   
 
Global Citizenship Education is a popular term 
in Canadian Education circles today and it means 
many things to many people.  We are all aware 
that there are poverty advocacy policies and 
groups who support unbiblical values in 
determining their response to poverty, so we 
need discernment and caution in using some 
materials.  As Christian Educators we do not 
embrace something just because it happens to be 
popular in today's culture.  We need to let the 
bible determine our framework on global poverty 
and inequity?   
 
What does the Bible say about Poverty, and 
Global inequities?  Why should you be interested 
in teaching from a "global perspective"? 
 
Poverty and injustice were not God's perfect plan for 
creation.  We know that all inequities, hunger and 
suffering are the result of sin, both personal and the 
unfair systems in society that prevent the poor from 
having greater access to resources.   Our Lord has 
told us that the poor we will always have with us, so 
the wrongs in this world will not be righted until 
Christ's glorious return. 
 
Scripture gives us the confidence that in a new 
heaven and earth, we will join with our brothers and 
sisters of every ethnic group, language and race who 
trust Christ's redemptive work for the forgiveness of 
their sins, and united we will worship the Lamb.  
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(Revelation 7:9-12)  There will be no more 
division poverty, and injustice.  
 
As redeemed people we are called live in this 
world by Kingdom principles.  We are to be our 
brother's keeper.  We are to be known for our love.  
We are called to address injustices in the world.  
We are called to be good stewards of resources.  
Scriptures give us guidelines on how that should 
be done.  As Christians we don't accept that 
through merely improving technology, education, 
or creating more equitable systems in society all 
ills will be cured.  We realize that the sinful human 
heart must be address addressed in order to effect 
long-term change.  God can use his children, 
empowered by the Spirit to change their families, 
communities, nations and even influence global 
issues. 
 
There are poverty advocacy policies and groups 
who support unbiblical values in determining their 
response to poverty, however concern for the 
needs of our global neighbours and exploration 
about what we can do to help is clearly supported 
by Scriptures 
  
God's concern for the nations: 
Conforming our will to His 
. 
Consider how Jonah viewed the Ninevites in Jonah 
chapter 4.  Jonah simply saw them as enemies of 
Israel worthy of God’s judgment. He didn’t view 
them with charity, as fellow creatures also created 
in God’s image, who lived in ignorance and 
darkness without having all the benefits given to 
the Jews.  The question in verse 11 reveals God's 
concern for these people and the challenge for 
Jonah to reflect on their situation. 
 
When we become more aware of how people live 
around the world, learning about their cultural, 
political, economic and religious setting, they 
become more real to us, and it is easier to see them 
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as God would see them, rather than simply making quick 
judgments or assigning easy labels to people. That, in 
turn, makes it easier to have our will conformed to God’s 
will for His people from all ethnic groups around the 
world. 
 
Ethnocentric tendencies: 
 
The story of Jonah also reminds us that we are not to be 
only focused on the needs of God's people, but also those 
who are outside the church.  Again the account of Jonah 
illustrates this for us.   Jonah was concerned about his 
own comfort and was reprimanded by God for it. When 
we shut out the concerns of the outside world, it is easy to 
become self-absorbed. But when we start actively learning 
about other parts of the world, we become less self-
centred, more thankful, gain perspective on the size of our 
own problems, and become more service-oriented.  
 
Fuel for prayer & giving 
 
As we become aware of the needs around the world 
we will see more opportunities to serve and to give.  
Not only that, but the knowledge and passion we gain 
will act as fuel for our prayers.  As other cultural 
groups grab our attention more, whether in our own 
neighbourhood, or on the other side of the world, we 
will have no shortage of things to bring to our 
heavenly Father’s throne.  
 
Call of service outside of Canada  
 
Finally, teaching global awareness can help young 
people consider God’s call of service for their lives. 
As they become aware of needs around the world, 
whether it is in the field of agricultural, medicine, 
teaching, technology, or missions, they can also 
become more open to realize the wonderful 
opportunities that may be open for spending their lives 
glorifying God. 
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Preparing to teach with a "Global Perspective" 
to your students 
 
The task of preparing students for a cross-cultural, 
pluralistic society seems rather daunting for any 
teacher.  No doubt some of you wonder how you 
would start to prepare yourself?  How would you go 
about integrating "global citizenship concepts" into 
your curriculum?  What materials could be used?  
How can you prepare yourself to teach global 
awareness? 
 
Initially it is good to evaluate our own perspectives 
towards those in developing world nations.  We all 
bring a bias that is shaped by our experiences and 
understanding of progress, health, education and 
family.  Reflect on your ideas about developing 
world nations and poverty 
 
How do you define poverty? What terms are we 
familiar with in referring to global poverty? List 
all the adjectives to define poverty?  Why do we 
think people are poor?  What improves life for 
the poor? 
 
We need to be aware of the temptation to transfer 
our view of how things work in our culture and think 
that if "they" were "more like "us" they wouldn't 
have so many problems." 
 
Poverty is a term that we assume everyone 
understands.  We often refer to "the poor" in abstract 
terms, yet they are people, with names, created in the 
image of God.  Rich or poor we have all been 
affected by the fall and are sinful enslaved humans 
for whom Christ died.  "The poor" are often viewed 
as helpless, and hopeless, yet they are people 
through whom God has been working before we 
even knew they were there, and among "the poor" 
are our brothers and sisters in Christ who are living 
by faith and using their gifts for the building up of 
the Church. 
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How we describe the poor often reflects our bias.  
Think about the term "third world country".  This 
terminology reflects a bias of superiority of the "first" 
world.  The term "third world" was used during the 
cold war time period to distinguish between the 
"democratic" first world, and the "communist" second 
world.  Today countries of the "Third World" are 
usually referred to as "the Global South", "developing 
world countries", "two-thirds World", "The South", or 
the "majority world".  Let's take care in the language 
we use to describe those who do no have our 
economic advantages. 
 
"Development" is generally described of in terms of 
material or social change in a material world.  It often 
becomes associated with having more things and the 
process of 'modernization'.   In the "developed" world 
we recognize that materialism is making us poorer in 
many ways.  The non- poor are also made in the image 
of God, are also fallen, and are also being offered 
redemption.  They are often closed to hearing the good 
news because they are 'in control' of their lives.  They, 
like those of economic disadvantage, are also held in 
bondage because of the web of lies they believe. 
 
Why are people poor and what is the best 
response? 
 
Before teaching about world poverty, it is a good 
process to evaluate our own understanding the causes 
and responses to the poor.  
 
 The following chart gives a sample of how different 
views of the problems associated with poverty can 
lead to different responses.  How do you view the 
causes and the most appropriate response in dealing 
with the poor?  To what degree do you agree or 
disagree these views? 
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Views of Cause Proposed Response 

The poor are sinners Evangelism and uplift 

The poor are sinned 
against 

Social action; 
 working for justice 

The poor lack 
knowledge 

Education 

The poor lack things Relief / Social welfare 

The culture of the 
poor is flawed 

Become like us; 
ours is better 

The social system 
makes them poor 

Change the system 

 
(p81, Bryant, Walking with the poor) 
 
 
What does the Bible say about poverty? 
 
In Kerby Anderson study on wealth and poverty he shows 
that the Bible classifies the causes of poverty into four 
different categories.  
 
The first cause of poverty is oppression and fraud. In the Old 
Testament (e.g., Prov. 14:31; 22:7; 28:15) we find that many 
people were poor because individuals or governments oppressed 
them. Many times, governments had unjust laws, changed 
currency, or made decisions that exploited people. 
 
The second cause of poverty is misfortune, persecution, or 
judgment.   In the book of Job we learn that God allowed Satan 
to test Job by bringing misfortune upon him (1:12-19). His 
friends thought his suffering came as judgement in his life, but 
in fact God's testing of his faith was the true reason.  Elsewhere 
in the Old Testament (e.g., Ps. 109:16; Isa. 47:9; Lam. 5:3) we 
read of misfortune or of God's judgment on a disobedient 
people. When Israel turned from God's laws, God allowed 
foreign nations to take them into captivity as a judgment for 
their disobedience. 

The third cause of poverty is laziness, neglect, or 
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gluttony. Proverbs teaches that some people are poor 
because of improper habits and apathy (10:4; 13:4; 
19:15; 20:13; 23:21). 

The final cause of poverty is the culture of poverty. 
Proverbs 10:15 says, "The ruin of the poor is their 
poverty." Poverty breeds poverty, and the cycle is not 
easily broken. People who grow up in an impoverished 
culture usually lack the nutrition and the education that 
would enable them to be successful in the future. 

As Christians we see the cause of poverty is essentially 
a spiritual one.  Sin and it's effects cause distortion and 
injustice in our relationships.  Through the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ there is a way out of sin and 
transformation.  Without Christ poor will remain 
trapped.    

'Transformational development' or 'holistic 
development' are frequently used terms in Christian 
agencies to describe work that responds not only to the 
material, educational, and social aspects of poverty, but 
presents the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the hope and 
power for lasting change.  People who are transformed 
by Christ direct development work.  As they hold out 
the Word of Truth, others are empowered by Christ to 
reform their lives and those of their communities and 
their nations. 

World Response to the poor 

Social response to the poor has been to offer 
modernization of the 20th century - to offer capitalism, 
science and technology.  Nations of more developed 
countries, through their aid packages, put pressure on 
less developed countries to make structural changes 
within their governments, and social assistance 
programs so that the basic needs of individuals are met.  
United Nations agencies like UNDP (United Nations 
Development Program) UNHCR (United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees) or UNICEF (United 
Nations International Children's Emergency Fund) fall 
under this category.  Canada offers bilateral aid to 
other countries, through a nation-to-nation relationship, 
trying to encourage social systems within a country to 
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be more equitable.  Many voluntary humanitarian 
organizations or Non Government Organizations 
(NGOs) have been formed to channel aid from 
individuals and foundations to communities and local 
entities where there are problems with poverty.  Well 
know NGOs in Canada include World Vision, Oxfam, 
or Habitat for Humanity.  NGOs, depending upon their 
mandate can relate at a macro level, trying to change 
structures and systems through education, and 
lobbying, and they can also be involved relationally 
with communities, families, and individuals.  
Depending upon philosophy, they will either work at a 
macro level, trusting that the aid will trickle down to 
the poor, or work at the micro level of the family or 
individual, hoping that the aid will have a trickle up 
effect of changing society.  As Christians we know that 
political structures and systems, and at the community 
level will not necessarily lead to less injustice unless 
the Lord changes the hearts of men and women who 
govern the systems, and live in those communities.   

   
Perspective of Christian mission, mission aid and 
development  
 

The first eleven chapters of Genesis deal with the 
origin and development of the human race as a whole. 
Left to themselves they began to rebel and grow in 
wickedness and selfish aims as they grew more and 
more numerous. We see this culminate in the episode 
at the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11, at which time 
God divides the human race into different races, 
cultures and languages to stem and control these 
wicked tendencies and to force the people to fulfill His 
mandate of spreading out over the face of the earth.  

 

With this new situation, it does not mean that God no 
longer cares about the whole of humanity. On the 
contrary, in Genesis chapter 12 we see God choosing 
Abraham and his descendants to be the objects of 
special grace and revelation and a blessing to all 
peoples of the earth.  
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Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of 
your country, From your family And from your 
father's house, To a land that I will show you. I 

will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make 
your name great; And you shall be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who 
curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall 
be blessed."  
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Unreached Peoples  
 
The 10/40 Window is an area of the world that contains 
the largest population of non-Christians in the world. 
The area extends from 10 degrees to 40 degrees North 
of the equator, and stretches from North Africa across to 
China. 
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Missions statistics from the places of the 10/40 Window 
give us much to think and pray about.  Two- thirds of the 
world's population -- more than 3.2 billion people -- live 
in the 10/40 Window. It is estimated that 95% of the 
people living in the 10/40 Window have never heard the 
Gospel message even once.  Eighty-five percent of those 
living in the 10/40 window are the poorest of the world's 
poor. Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism are main religions 
practiced within the 10/40 Window. Half of the world's 
least evangelized cities are in this window.  
 
All nations... 
 
The Bible doesn't separate countries by political entities 
of countries, but talks of "people " or "ethnic groups".  In 
the New Testament the term in Greek is "ethnos" where 
we get the word ethnic.  In the Old Testament, "Gam" 
refers to a people, tribe, race, or to a specific family of 
mankind.  The other word is mishpahgheh is used to 
define family, kindred or relatives.  Rev 5:9;  10: 11 
peoples, tribes, tongue, and kindred. 
 
All nations are to worship the Lord.  The commission of 
Matthew 28:18-20  is not to reach all countries of the 
world but all ethnic groups around the world.  Missions, 
mission aid, as well as Christian relief and development 
work ultimately seeks to serve in word and deed so that 
all the nations will praise the Lord. 
 
 "I will praise you among the nations, O Lord" 

-- Psalm 18:49 

 

����
D��
������,D��
������,D��
������,D��
������,������������
�������������������
���
�
���
������������������������
������������
����
�
�M��A���
����������
������
������
�
�������������
��������
����
����������������������������
���������
�����
����������
����������C�
����
��������F�����
�,��������F�����
�,��������F�����
�,��������F�����
�,�������9
������������
������������
�������
�������������������
�
����������
����������9�
������������������������������
�������������������������
��
����
�
��
�

��
�����F�����
�,
��
�����F�����
�,
��
�����F�����
�,
��
�����F�����
�,�������9
������������
������������
�������
������������������
���������������
���������
������������
��
�



 

CRWRF Resource Guide for Teachers - Page 13 

Resources 
 
 
Food for All:  A Buffet of Ideas About Hunger: 
2006 edition Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
 
This resource is designed to introduce younger children in the primary grades to issues of 
hunger from a biblical perspective.  The study is easy to use 6 lesson study is complete 
with ready to use activity sheets.  The goals of the curriculum are to help younger 
children understand the impact and effects of hunger, the scope and causes of world 
hunger, issues of food justice, and to think about the role of Christians to contribute and 
help. 
 
 
All God's Children:  Our Global Neighbours: 
Creation Studies Teacher Resource Manual published by the Ontario Alliance of 
Christian Schools; 
 
This resource is specifically designed for Grade 4&5, however since it is a faith-based 
template curriculum used to introduce students to different countries of the world, it can 
be easily adapted to other grade levels.  The unit recommends that students in Grade 4 
study a country together, but grade five students are encouraged to individually study a 
country using internet technology to gather and process information.   

 
Some Online Resources for Teachers and Parents to help children and young people 
learn about global issues: 
 
Global Classroom:  Teacher Zone;   
The Global Classroom Resource Centre on the Canadian International Develoment 
Agency site (CIDA) includes educational resources organized by theme, grade level, 
province or territory, and professional development activities organized by province or 
territory.  Material is prepared according to Ministry of Education guidelines. 
www.acdi-cida.gc.ca 
 
United Nations The UN Cyberschoolbus offers materials for primary, intermediate, and 
secondary school students around the world 
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/index.shtml 
 
Feeding Minds Fighting Hunger is designed to help equip and encourage teachers, 
students and young people all over the world to actively participate in creating a world 
free from hunger.  This website invites you to an international classroom for exploring 
the problems of hunger, malnutrition and food insecurity. This is a US based curriculum 
http://www.feedingminds.org/  This site also includes links of other general teacher 
resources on topics related to global awareness.  
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iEARN is the world largest and longest-running k-12 global learning network. iEARN is 
a non-profit global telecommunications community of over one million students and 
teachers in oprimary and secondary schools and youth organizations in over 120 
countries. iEARN enables students and teachers worldwide to undertake projects 
designed to make a meaningful contribution to the health and welfare of the planet and its 
people 
http://www.iearn-canada.org/ 

 
Christian Resources / Biblical Reflections of poverty and hunger: 
 
Hunger in a World of Abundance 
Canadian Food Grains Bank - bible study on a Christian Response to Hunger. 
http://www.foodgrainsbank.ca/online_order_form/product1.aspx 
 
CCRDA - the Canadian Christian Relief and Development Association is an association 
of Christian organizations who are building partnerships to effectively provide 
emergency relief, facilitate sustainable development, promote justice, and speak with one 
voice on behalf of the world's poor and disadvantaged peoples.   
http://www.ccrda.org/ 
 
Site for Christian Youth:  Micah Challenge is a global Christian campaign that aims to 
deepen engagement with impoverished and marginalised communities; and to challenge 
international leaders, and leaders of rich and poor countries, to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals, and so halve absolute global poverty by 2015!  
http://www.micahchallenge.org/ 
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Evaluating Materials for Your Students 
 
 

1. Identify your bias;  How have your cultural background, experience, 
lifestyle and friendships shaped your perspective on global issues? 

 
2. Biblical Perspective;  How do the underlying values of the material square 

up with Scripture?  Here are some common issues to look for: 
 

· Fear motivated concerns and solutions about limited resources on 
the earth  (i.e. population control, ongoing supply of food):  Does 
this fear lead to solutions that are not God honouring or cause 
doubt that God is Creator and Sustainer of the world and our role is 
to live in subjection to Him, being good stewards of what He 
provides? 

 
· All people are good:  Does the author think that men and women 

are inherently good and need only better education or an improved 
social system or environment to be helped out of poverty or to solve 
world problems? Does the material recognize that we are all sinful 
and need internal regeneration from God? 

 
· Tolerance of all aspects of culture:  Does the author think that each 

culture has the right of full cultural expression in the world, 
regardless of it's impact on one's neighbour?  Is there an 
acknowledgement that within each culture, including our own, there 
are elements that are not God honouring and need reformation.  Do 
the materials show a belief in absolutes and truths that cross 
cultural boundaries? 

 
· Do they give concrete examples of their standards of what is right, 

good, just, equitable, and desirable for society?  How do these 
compare with Scripture? 

 
· Does the curriculum embrace current cultural trends that may be a 

distortion of Biblical truths (i.e. gender equality, and sexual 
preference, inclusion) 

 
· Are the author's ultimate goals in the material compatible with a 

Christian World View 
 

3. Perspective on Poverty:  Do the materials help the reader understand the 
complexities of poverty, or just present simple solutions that money can 
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solve?  Is the materialism of the developed world the logical ends that the 
author is presenting?   

 
4. Is the material well documented and based on reliable research?   Beware 

of claims about limited access areas as this data may be exaggerated, or 
not correct. Are the recommendations presented based on research that is 
validated by a variety of trusted sources?   

 
5. Author Bias:  Can you identify from the materials a specific poverty 

alleviation response or development perspective promoted by the author?  
Does the author or organization have a social agenda or special concerns 
they are promoting?  Has the author discussed other perspectives besides 
his or her bias. 

 
6. Questions;   What unanswered questions did the material raise?  What 

further research would you like to see? 
 

7. What caution would you give to using this material?  What concerns would 
you want to highlight with your students?  Could you use this article to 
help teach your students discernment skills? 

 
You will be the best judge about the usefulness of materials for your students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please let us know what resource you found most helpful or concerns you have.  
Let us know what further information you would like to have on the CRWRF 
website under teacher resources.  If you have questions, comments, or would 
like assistance in sourcing materials for your students, feel free to contact 
 

James & Linda Baartse 
Educational Facilitators 

Canadian Reformed World Relief Fund (CRWRF) 
web address:  www.crwrf.ca 

email:  admin@crwrf.ca 
Phone:  904-331-9058 
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Appendix A 
 
Internet Resources, p 25-29, the Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools curriculum 
"All God's Children:  Our Global Neighbours".  Used with permission by Elementary Curriculum 
Publications Managing Editor of Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools.  Please note and take 
caution that Internet sites change frequently. 
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